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THIS MONTH'S NEWS:
 

- YOUTH PROGRAMMING IS 
BACK!

 
- NEW TEAM MEMBERS

 
- RENOVATIONS TO OUR 

BARN

Summer  Ed i t ion  

Read about how “the little barn that 
could” is staying afloat thanks to our 
community’s generosity, and how 
we’re giving back in the months to 
come!

AUGUST 2022



NEWS FROM THE WRP
Wri t ten  by  Ju l ia  Mi l le r

Hello and happy summer! I am so excited to be a new addition to the team at the WRP!

I may be a new face around WRP, but I am not new to working in theatre! I work with 
several theaters in Northeast Ohio in various capacities. Most recently I have worked 
with Cain Park, Cleveland Public Theatre, and Near West Theatre. Sometimes I am 
working in the box office, other times I am acting, and occasionally I am in the classroom 
teaching. I am also a member of the local playwriting group, Young Playwrights 
Collective. At WRP, I am the Box Office Coordinator/Office Assistant, which means that I 
help create a personalized experience for our season ticket holders and help Dawn with 
many different tasks (including this newsletter!).

I am originally from the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina, and have been living 
and working in the Cleveland area for the past six years. In addition to working with 
WRP, I am an actor, playwright, and teaching artist. I love spending time outside, 
whether it’s camping, hiking, or having a picnic by the lake. I take great pride in my 
houseplants and my love of Dolly Parton. I am looking forward to continuing getting to 
know the WRP community!

It may go without saying, but producing theatre throughout a pandemic isn’t easy. We 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your support in helping us keep the joy and 
community that theatre brings when we most need it.

 



A NOTE FROM DAWN

Hello Dear Patrons, 

What a few years this has been!  I am excited to see the barn filled with laughter, people and theater 
life again.  Please know that I am extremely grateful for each and everyone of you. Without your 
support WRP would have become another victim to this pandemic. We have continued on since 
October with in person programming and been safe in doing so.  Much of our programming brought 
laughter to our stage. We had, “I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change”, “A Broadway Christmas 
Carol”, “The Underpants”and the 2017 revival of “Forbidden Broadway - Greatest Hits”. It was healing 
to my soul to see the barn filled with tears of laughter and the joy on people’s faces when they left. We 
then had our first Pulizer, tour de force, “WIT” and while our houses were smaller than normal, we 
brought to our stage a rarely done play and did it with the passion we are known for at WRP. While we 
have had success with our Main-Stage performances we have also been lucky to have brought back 
two of our $5 Bucks Staged Reading Series, and three shows for our CaBARet series as well.  So, 
overall we have been lucky. 

Now we launch our summer youth camps and Main-Stage show alongside our summer musical “John 
and Jen”. So our little barn that could is chugging along. We have held auditions for our final two 
mainstage shows and cast some amazing talent. 

With all of this excitement of our in person shows, we have also been busy working on our capital 
improvement projects, little by little we are getting there. It is taking more time than we thought but we 
see the light at the end of the tunnel. Once we are all done we promise we shall have a night to 
celebrate!

And speaking of celebrating, I do hope you will continue to welcome our two new staff members to 
WRP, Julia Miller and Braelin Andrzejewski! They haven been a huge support and have challenged me 
into looking at WRP in new ways.  We also wish Hannah Hilty the best in her new job, we miss her but 
are so thrilled for her new opportunity! 

WRP has been busy and I have been spending my nights reading and reading and more reading of 
shows and working hard to plan our 2023 Season. We will be bringing back bigger shows, some 
classics and darn good theatre! 

Until I see you again, 

Dawn Sniadak-Yamokoski 



HERE'S HOW WE STARTED 
OFF THE SUMMER!
Our most recent production, WIT, is Margaret Edson’s Pulitzer Prize–winning play 
which takes place during the final hours of Dr. Vivian Bearing, a university professor 
of English, dying of ovarian cancer. The play ran May 20-June 4 and examines what 
makes life worth living through an exploration of one of our greatest unifying 
experiences―mortality―while also examining the vital importance of human 
relationships.

WRP was thrilled to have the full support of Summa Cancer Research Center for this 
production. Not only did we have their staff at the shows to answer any questions for 
audience members, they supplied a table full off educational information!  WRP was 
extremely proud to have this partnership. 

The show starred Shani Ferry, Dennis Runkle, August Scarpelli, Rose Gabriele, Karen 
Wood, Ben Arrington, Victoria Kirgesner, and Kaity Heidinger. Directed by Dawn 
Sniadak-Yamokoski, "It was a 20 year dream of mine to get my hands on this Pulitzer 
Play. The words, the rawness, the wit...and man was it worth the wait.  The ability to 
do this show with this talent cast was a dream come true.  We collaborated together 
and with the help of my exceptional production staff, I believe we created a work of 
art. It was fulfilling to be challenged as a director and I spent many hours agonizing 
on, 'Is this a true and real representation? Is it too much? Too personal? Have we 
given homage to the script?'  And I think we did.  I think it was a tribute to those who 
we have loss to cancer and to bring awareness on such topics and I hope we touched 
at least one person...."



"I'D SEEN THE MOVIE VERSION OF WIT YEARS AGO AND
WAS SO GLAD TO HAVE THE CHANCE TO SEE IT LIVE,

FINALLY. IT'S A THOUGHT-PROVOKING WORK, AND SHANI
FERRY'S PORTRAYAL OF VIVIAN BEARING DID A GREAT

JOB OF HELPING ME TO SEE THE CHARACTER AS
FLAWED BUT ULTIMATELY SYMPATHETIC. IT WAS A HIGH-
CALIBER PERFORMANCE OF A HIGH-CALIBER SHOW!"-

MEREDITH R.

“WIT WAS SUCH A MOVING
PLAY. SHANI FERRY WAS

TOTALLY AMAZING AND HER
TRANSITIONS BETWEEN TALKING
TO THE AUDIENCE AND BEING

PRESENT IN HER LIFE AS A
PATIENT WERE SEAMLESS. THE

SUPPORTING CAST PLAYED
THEIR ROLES PERFECTLY TOO.

IT WAS AN AWESOME,
THOUGHT PROVOKING

PERFORMANCE.”- SUSAN D.

See what our
patrons had to

say...

WIT
By Margaret Edson



 

""I know I am just 12, but this show
was really moving for me.  I loved
that I got to see it with my Mom
and after we had a really deep
conversation.  I am honored that I
could see this.  Braelin and
Robert are inspiring as a young
actor to see what it takes to do a
show likes this. The Director did a
good job with everything he had
to do...I even went home and told
all my friends to take their Moms
too." - A.Y.

SEE OUR FEATURE IN THE AKRON 
BEACN JOURNAL BY KERRY 
CLAWSON....

"NEW PARENTS FORGE AHEAD AS 
STARS OF "JOHN AND JEN' 
MUSICAL AFTER THEIR BABY'S 
BIRTH"

HTTPS://WWW.BEACONJOURNAL.CO 
M/STORY/ENTERTAINMENT/ARTS/2 
022/07/17/WESTERN-RESERVE- 
PLAYHOUSE-NEW-PARENT-JOHN- 
AND-JEN-BATH-OHIO/7725472001/

John and Jen
Book by Andrew Lippa and Tom Greenwald

Music by Andrew Lippa
Lyrics by Tom Greenwald

 



Our  2022 Season has  been  a  b last . . .

“Forbidden
Broadway's

Greatest Hits"
 

By Gerard
Alessandrini

 
March 25 - April 9,

2022

The CaBARet 
Series:

 
"Pop Star to Show 

Star"
 

March 4, 2022

The CaBARet
Series: 

 
"Book to

Broadway"
 

May 6, 2022

“The Underpants” 
 

By Steve Martin
 

February 11 - 26,
2022

The Five Bucks
Series:

 
"Death and the

Maiden"
By Ariel Dorfman

 
April 10, 2022

Check out more information about our entire season on our website!
 

https://thewrp.org/
 

"WIT'
 

By Margaret Edson
 
 

May 20-June 4,
2022



A NOTE FROM AUGUST 

Hello dear patrons and friends of WRP. August Scarpelli here, your Education director. 

We are having a wonderful time with both of our youth productions this summer. 

Our first is a sequel to last summer's Not Your Average Fairy Tale for ages 5-10, directed 
by our good friend and collaborator, Anna Popa. This year we have multiple stories that 
weave in and out of each other like a chaotic ball of yarn and the kids really respond to 
the frenetic nature. It is both amazing and reassuring to see the next generation handle, 
understand, and tackle so many stories thoroughly and clearly. We have a number of 
returning cast members as well as some new ones and I am so happy to report that the 
group is getting along swimmingly. We are also happy to announce that the youngsters 
have the opportunity to perform twice this summer on Friday, August 5th and Saturday, 
August 6th @7:30pm.

Our second production is also very exciting. For the first time we are giving a youth show 
a full production on the Mainstage. Full set. Full lights. Full costumes. The works. For our 
teens ages 11-18 (with a couple of adult cast members to help round it out) we are 
producing the fabulous fantasy epic The Neverending Story.  We have some truly 
incredible and talented young performers working with us. I guarantee you will be north 
of impressed when you come to support them, and help us all save Fantastica. For 
without the efforts to save Fantastica our imaginations and our souls are at great risk of 
being eaten by the dreadful nothing that desires to gobble us all up as we age into 
adulthood and forget the names of the things that have brought us innate joy. The 
production will open on Friday, August 26th. It will perform Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
that weekend and Friday and Saturday the next weekend.

Thank you all.



FROM THE WRP
EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT

Not Your Average Fairy Tale 
Altered Naratives  

Written By: Dayshawnda Ash
Directed by: Anna Popa

 

Join a fabulous and fun-loving cast
ages 5-11 for the second installment

of last year’s hit summer
production! What happens when
the creators of history’s greatest
fairy tales journey to present their

latest manuscript and they are met
with a strange, dangerous, and
magical mishap that wishes to
prevent their publication? Well,

characters escape, narratives begin
to alternate, and chaos and magic

ensue for the whole family!
Sponsored by a grant from the Bath

Communoty Find!  



A special thank-you to our 
Education Director, August 
Scarpelli, for his work 
behind-the-scenes. If you 
ever have any education- 
related questions, feel free 
to email him at 
august@thewrp.org 

The Neverending Story (Atreyu 
and the Great Quest) 

 
Adapted by David S. Craig. Based 
upon the novel by Michael Ende

 

More from our Education Department...

Directed by Shley Snider
 

Performances: August 26-28 &
September 2-3, 2022 

 
(Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 PM
and Sunday, August 28 at 2PM)

 
Tickets $15.00

 

The story begins with Bastian, a lonely 
boy, who stumbles into a curious 

bookshop where he discovers a curious 
book—The Neverending Story. Bastian 

hides in the attic of his school and 
begins to read, and a huge adventure 
surges into life. Fantastica, a land of 

stories, is being destroyed by the 
Nothing. The Childlike Empress has 

chosen Atreyu, a young hunter, to be 
the Hero of the Great Quest. Atreyu, an 

orphan, is an unlikely choice, but he 
accepts and, with his horse and 

companion, Artax, rides to face the 
menace. Commissioned by Seattle 
Children’s Theatre and Imagination 

Stage.



MEET OUR YOUTH STAFF
Anna Popa (Director) graduated from Baldwin Wallace Conservatory of 
Music in 2018 with a Bachelor's degree in Music Therapy. She began 
teaching music and theater classes in the Akron area and is now the student 
activities coordinator at Superior School for the Performing Arts in 
Cleveland. Anna is excited to be directing her second show at WRP and to 
be working with such a talented group of young actors. Previously she 
directed last year’s production of Around the World in 80 Days. 

Dayshawnda Ash (Writer) (She/Her) Day is a graduate of Kent State University with a 
degree in Musical Theatre Performance. She is a multifaceted artist. Day has been writing 
poetry and short stories since high school, this is her second children’s play at WRP. She 
has only recently begun sharing her work with the public. Her writing credits include… Not 
Your Average Fairy Tale, Green Bean Casserole, My Skin, How My Crown Came to Be, 
Grandma’s Hands, and Not Your Average Fairy Tale: Altered Narratives as well as many 
others. In the works is a book based on true events as well as more scripts for future adult 
cast. 
 

Shley Snider (Director) - MFA Performance, University of Southern Mississippi.  Shley's 
recent directing credits include Antigone, Bat Boy: The Musical, Macbeth, and Romeo and 
Juliet.  Acting credits include The Importance of Being Earnest (Miss Prism), Death and the 
Maiden (Paulina), Disney's Tarzan (Tarzan's Mother), Julius Caesar (Mark Antony), 
Kindertransport (Helga), The Penelopiad (Telemachus), Henry V (Henry V), and Maid Marion: 
An Adventure with Music (Maid Marion).  Her original musical, Trollop: The Trials and 
Titillations of the INfamous 'Moll Flanders,' was a Grand Prize winner at the Emerging 
Artists Theatre Festival.  It premieres at the Renaissance Theatre in Mansfield on January 
13th, 2023, and will afterwards move to its Off-Broadway premiere. 



volunteer SPOTLIGHT

What is a fun fact about yourself?

Fun fact: my day job is being an engineer at NASA where i help test jet engines. 

What is your favorite show you've seen at WRP?

I actually have 2 favorite shows. My 1st favorite show was Heathers- I ended up seeing it 3 
times and it was amazing every time. My second favorite was a Broadway Christmas 
Carol. It had me crying from laughter. 

On a scale of 1 - 10 how much do you love Harriet?

On a scale of 1 to 10, I love Harriet a 10! She's such a fun piece of history and a great poser 
for photos. 

Why do you volunteer at WRP?

I volunteer at wrp because I love theater. I did theater in high school so it's been wonderful 
getting back into it. I've also met some wonderful people and everyone I've met has been 
so welcoming and friendly. 

Why would you recommend volunteering at WRP?

I'd recommend volunteering at wrp because everyone there is so welcoming and friendly. 
It's a great way to meet new people and experience new shows.

ANGIE
DONAJKOWSKI



COMING IN
OCTOBER ..
October 14-29, 2022
THE WEIR
By Connor McPherson
Directed by August Scarpelli
Assisted Directed by Lauren Koleszar
Stage Managed by Tiffany Bird 

Synopsis 
The play opens in a rural Irish pub with Brendan, the publican and Jack, a car mechanic and garage owner. These
two begin to discuss their respective days and are soon joined by Jim. The three then discuss Valerie, a pretty
young woman from Dublin who has just rented an old house in the area.
Finbar, a businessman, arrives with Valerie, and the play revolves around reminiscences and banter. After a few
drinks, the group begin telling stories with a supernatural slant, related to their own experience or those of others
in the area, and which arise out of the popular preoccupations of Irish folklore: ghosts, fairies and mysterious
happenings.

After each man (except Brendan) has told a story, Valerie tells her own: the reason why she has left Dublin.
Valerie's story is melancholy and undoubtedly true, with a ghostly twist which echoes the earlier tales, and shocks
the men who become softer, kinder, and more real. There is the hint that the story may lead to salvation and,
eventually, a happy ending for two of the characters. Finbar and Jim leave, and in the last part of the play, Jack's
final monologue is a story of personal loss which, he comments, is at least not a ghostly tale but in some ways is
nonetheless about a haunting.

The building of a hydroelectric dam, or weir, on a local waterway many years before is mentioned early in the
conversation.

Meet  this stellar Cast: 

Jack - Coming soon!
Brendan - Brian O. Jackson
Jim - James Elliot Fippin
Finbar - Jasen Smith 
Valerie - Victoria Kirgesner 

Tickets 
$20.00



COMING IN
NOVEMBER ..
November 25-26, December 2-10, 2022

Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
By Chirstopher Durang 

Directed by Chris Bizub

Synopsis 
Chekhov is alive and well in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, where adult siblings Vanya and
Sonia reside in their old family home, mourning their lost dreams and missed opportunities.
When their often-wrong, fortune-telling maid warns of impending dangers, and their movie
star sister, Masha, arrives unexpectedly with young, sexy, boy toy, Spike, the family is
launched into a rollicking weekend of one-upmanship, exposed nerves, and a lot of broken
mugs. With wit and absurdity, Christopher Durang’s Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
blends Chekhov’s famous ennui with the modern-day toils and troubles of celebrity, social
networking, and age into a laugh-out-loud comedy that will tickle your funny bone and
stimulate your mind.

Meet this amazing Cast: 

Masha - Holly Facer 
Sonia - Mia Radabaugh 
Vanya - Alex Nine 
Nina - Lauren Koleczar 
Cassandra - Sarah Price 
Spike - Cameron Zona

 

Tickets 
$20.00



AUDITIONS
The Western Reserve Playhouse is thrilled to announce

auditions for the upcoming 
CaBARet Series: 2D to 4D, on October 7th, 2022

Director of the CaBARet Series: Patrick Hanlon
Musical Director: David Coxe

 

We are seeking cast members aged 21+ that can sing and tell a story onstage. Auditions are in person
and we are accepting virtual auditions too.

We believe the CaBARet Series is more than just a concert full of songs. They should be an experience
where audience members get to see our actors for who they truly are as people, rather than just a
character. For this reason we are seeking actors that would be willing to share personal stories about
their lives and connect with the WRP audience.
 
There are no equity contracts at this time. 

Rehearsal Process:

The CaBARet Series rehearsal process is short, fun, and flexible. There will be 3 to 4 rehearsals prior to
the show 10/7. Dates dependent on actors availability.

Audition information :

September 3, 2022 @ 10am-2PM
September 4, 2022@  1pm-5pm

SIGN UP HERE: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FACAA28A7F8C61-cabaret

Location:
The Western Reserve Playhouse 
3326 Everett Road
Bath, Ohio 44286
Main-Stage Area 



AUDITIONS CONTINUED

Song should be performed in its entirety
You do not have to be memorized
Solos, duets, and trios accepted 
Looking for songs that are cabaret performance ready
Actors must be at least 21 years of age.
All CaBARet Company Members must follow the COVID-19 Safety and Vaccination Requirements for The
Western Reserve Playhouse 2022 Season.
Bring two copies of the sheet music, one for yourself (if needed) and one for the pianist
Bring a headshot, resume, and list of your conflicts for the month of September.

 

Audition Prep: 

 
 

 
When signing up, please list your name or names if you are auditioning a duet or trio, name of the song you are
singing, and what show you are singing from. If the song does not meet the criteria, you will be notified within
24 hours of signing up to select a new piece.

Must be a song from a musical whose source material is a cartoon or an animation.
Below is a list of shows that are approved to meet this criteria (you are not limited to this list):

The Addams Family, It’s a Bird…It’s a Plane…It’s Superman!, You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brow, Snoopy!,
Annie, Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark, Lil Abner, Spongebob Squarepants, Shrek, Frozen, Aladdin,
Beauty and the Beast, Anastasia, Hunchback of Notre Dame ,Tarzan, The Little Mermaid, The Lion King

Virtual Audition Information:
All of the requirements of in person audition.
Please email Patrick Hanlon at patrick@thewrp.org – YouTube* or Vimeo links are the preferred method
of sharing your video content. Please be sure your share settings are correct before sending. Avoid
sending large video files to download (Google Drive.)
Along with video submissions, actors must submit a headshot and applicable resume. 
We ask that you clearly state your name, title, and composer of the song before you sing. 
We also ask that before you sing, you share with us your personal connection to the song you are
singing.

If you have any questions please reach out to Patrick Hanlon at patrick@thewrp.org

 

mailto:patrick@thewrp.org


MEET OUR NEW STAFF!
Braelin Andrzejewski

Julia Miller

Position: Marketing/ Content Coordinator
Email: braelin@thewrp.org

Position: Box Office 
Coordinator/Office Assistant

Email: julia@thewrp.org

BRAELIN ANDRZEJEWSKI is a multipassionate, neurodivergent artisit,
educatior, podcaster, and social justice advocate. She has many years
of entrepreneurial experience, with focuses on content marketing, video
production, graphic design, and the creation of educational materials
for institutions such as Affinity Realty Group, Foundations for Glory,
Under the Hood Sex Education, and Planned Parenthood of Greater
Ohio. She's thrilled to be utilizing her skills at Western Reserve Playhouse
as the new part-time Marketing/Content Coordinator. Be on the lookout
for more video, photo, and digital content from WRP, as we strive to
expand our reach and promote life long learning (and unlearning) to
theatre patrons in all walks of life.

JULIA MILLER is thrilled to take on her new role as Box Office 
Manager/Office Assistant at the WRP! She grew up in the Blue RIdge
Mountains of North Carolina and is a graduate of Baldwin Wallace 
University. Currently, she is happy to be living and working in the greater 
Cleveland area. A multi-faceted theatre artist, she has worked at several 
theaters in Northeast Ohio including Cleveland Public Theatre, Cain Park, 
and Talespinner Children's Theatre. While at Talespinner, she helped to 
develop their Exceptional Inclusion programming and strives to continue 
promoting accessibility within the theatre community and beyond.



NEW RENOVATIONS AT THE BARN

We are getting there... One day at a time!



WRP IS THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE
HAVE BEEN AWARED GRANTS FROM THESE

ORGANIZATIONS TO HELP OUR 2023
SEASON AND PROGRAMS! 

ALWAYS, ALWAYS GRATEFUL!



“John and Jen"
 

Music by Andrew 
Lippa, lyrics by Tom 
Greenwald, and a 
book by Lippa and 

Greenwald
 

July 22 - 31, 2022

The CaBARet
Series:

 
"2D to 4D"

 
October 7, 2022

"Vanya and Sonia 
and Masha and 

Spike" 
 

By Christopher 
Durang

 
November 25 - 

December 10, 2022

“The Weir” 
 

By Conor 
McPherson

 
October 14 - 29, 

2022

The Five Bucks 
Series:

 
"A Lesson From 

Aloes
By Athol Fugard

 
September 18, 

2022

Check out more information check 
out our website!

 
https://thewrp.org/

 

You won't want to miss the rest of our upcoming 
productions...



STAY TUNED!
OUR 2023
SEASON

ANNOUNCEMENT
IS COMING IN

OCTOBER!
    



HOW CAN WE EVER SAY
THANK YOU ENOUGH?

One n ight ,  a f te r  rehearsa l ,  we  s tepped outs ide  of  ou r  Barn  and  saw
th i s  sunset .  As  we cont inue  to  be  f lex ib le  to  an  ever-chang ing  wor ld ,

we want  to  thank  you  f rom the  bot tom of  ou r  hear t s .
 

We a re  ab le  to  do  what  we do  because  of  you r  suppor t .  We a re  so
thankfu l  fo r  eve ry  donat ion ,  vo lun teer ,  o r  Facebook  share .  We have  so
many  p lans  fo r  the  res t  o f  2022,  and  we hope you ’ re  as  exc i ted  as  we
are !  More  shows ,  educat ion ,  and  CaBARets  w i l l  be  coming  soon!  We ’ve

had so  much  suppor t  f rom our  pat rons ,  so  many  donat ions ,  and  so
many  thanks ,  that  ou r  hear t s  a re  fu l l  as  we cont inue  to  per fect  ou r

l i t t le  theat re .  

ThankThankThank
you!you!you!   



FOLLOW US SO THAT
YOU NEVER MISS A WRP
ANNOUNCEMENT! 
Facebook?  Emai l?  Instagram? We’ve  got  you  covered!

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/WRPlayhouse

 
 

Instagram:
@WesternReservePlayhouse

 
Twitter:
@WRPTheater4Ever

 
YouTube:

Western Reserve Playhouse
 

Website:
www.thewrp.org

Or email Julia at 

julia@thewrp.org to be 

added to our email list! 

http://www.facebook.com/WRPlayhouse
http://www.thewrp.org/

