


   

Welcome to Western Reserve Playhouse
 

We began our existence in 1956 as Bath Community Players in the Old Town Hall

in Bath. In 1966, the present barn was purchased, and thus began the transition

from a small dedicated group of players to a widespread three-county organization.

In 2006, WRP and Phoenix Stage Productions (formerly Goodyear Community

Theatre and Church Street Players) merged. Situated at the Bath-Richfield township

lines, the theatre has attracted members from all of the surrounding communities.

WRP, or what we like to fondly call "The Barn," is grateful for the support of our faithful

members, season subscribers, patrons, sponsors, advertisers, and casts and crews,

many of whom volunteer their talents to our productions. We are always in need of

volunteers. If you are comfortable with a hammer, you can build a set. If you like to

draw or paint, you can help decorate a set. If you are good with a needle and thread,

you can help costume a show. Like things technical? Run our light and sound board.

Learn backstage skills and become a stage manager. Are you a people person? Then

ushering and box office are perfect for you. 

Opportunities to volunteer are endless and no effort is too small.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Reserve Playhouse is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.



   

 
 

WESTERN RESERVE PLAYHOUSE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dawn Sniadak-Yamokoski, Executive Artistic Director

David Klainer, President • Shani Ferry, Vice President

Sue Snyder, Secretary • Dia Ray, Treasurer

Marc Dusini

Marie Dusini

Shani Ferry

Justin Herman

Brianna Laybourn

August Scarpelli

Keith Stevens

Justine Winger

 

In Memoriam 

Joyce Sainato

 

 

 

 

Follow us!

Twitter: wrptheater4ever

 

Instagram: @westernreserveplayhouse
 

Facebook: Western Reserve Playhouse

 

Website: www.thewrp.org

 



   

 
The performances at the Western Reserve Playhouse would not be possible without the generous support

of our benefactors who are listed below. We would like to thank all who have supported ours shows,

classes, and programs over the years. The income from ticket sales covers only a portion of the costs of

the season. It is the generosity of our donors that lights our stage and fills The Barn with music, drama,

and the emotions that art can bring.

 

We salute you for making tonight’s performance possible.

Red Seats Saviors  ($20,000+) Summit County Cares Act & Akron Community Fund
Legends ($ 5,000 and up)

The PEGS Foundation 

Bath Community Fund

The Akron Community Fund 

Brian and Adrean Stulak

Benefactors ($1,000-$4,999)                                                                        

Bath Volunteers for Service 

David and Jill Klainer* 

Ohio Arts Council

In Memoriam of Joyce Sainto*

Partner for Theaters

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stars ($500-$999)

Allstate

The Atwood Family

Sam & Deb Laferty

Jim Gremba

he Lubrizol Foundation

Sue Snyder*

Dennis Runkle & Kathleen Sanow

Ernie & Bernedatte Hisey

Dia & Jordan Ray*

Jeff & Dawn Yamokoski*

August Scarpelli*

Kevin Kelly

Darwin Steele

Val Young

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angels ($250-$499) 

Allstate Insurance Company

Susan & Michael Delahanty 

Shirley Workman 

John and Joanne Rohrer

Richard & Nancy Yamokoski

Angela Donajkowski

Bryan Bird 

Mark & CathySchikowski

Marie Covington

Gary & Betsy Sniadak

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rising Stars ($100-$249)

Vince Balunas

The Heckroth Family 

Sharon Keeler

 Karen D. Larry-Moyer 

Mark Moore 

Mary M. Ryan

Jack Standford 

Karen Wood

Daniel Hunsicker 

Kelsey Tomlinson 

Jacob Gaspar

Victoria Kirgesner

Darlene Banfield 

Jason Edleman

Sean Vollman

Donald Hogue

Jack & Margaret Stitt

Jacob Bremecamp

Jim Fippin

Rebecca Polito

Dorota Zarzycka

Nancy Stanforth

Emily Updegraf

Justine Winger*

Keith Stevens*

Greg Gnau

Edleman Family

Nancy & Ron Miller 

Justin Herman*

PNC Banking 

Dorthy and Milton Snyder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also want to thank everyone who donated to ANY Facebook NonProfit donation event or

GivingNow Event. If you would like to have your name on this list, please reach out to 

Dawn Sniadak-Yamokoski at dawn@thewrp.org. Again, thank you!!

(Updated 11/03/2020)

Sponsors (up to $99)

Omallah Bechter

Patrick Clement 

JW Damon 

Christina Drybola 

Anne Heckerman 

Tom Hill 

Eva Miller 

Joanne Polachek 

Allison Punwani 

James Rankin

Sarah Steiner 

Joe Kirgersner 

Tim & Pat Jolly

Zar and Vivian Reader III

Patrick Hanlon

Deb Butler 

Dave & Christine Williams 

Martha Lester

Karen Curran 

Katherine Holtz 

Jeanette Riffle

Robert Albrecht 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WRP Donor List



THANK YOU TO THE GRANTS THAT WE
HAVE RECEIVED THIS SEASON FROM:

   



A LETTER FROM OUR 
EXECUTIVE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, 

DAWN SNIADAK-YAMOKOSKI 

   

Dear Readers, 

What a year 2020 was for everyone. As I sit here writing a letter for our first newsletter, I have been reflecting on

how historic a year it was: a year full of pain, fear, and loss. But it also became a year of change, be it a new job,

location, or just slowing down. I know, for me, I spent many hours reflecting on so many things. I was also able to

slow down and spend time with my family. Since taking over and re-inventing WRP in 2017, I have been going and

going, and my wonderful family has been there every step of the way. But in 2020, when the world shut down, I

had the opportunity to see my life through different eyes. I saw that life is unpredictable. We had a 2020 season

that was on the course to break box office records. We were on the way to becoming a semi-professional theater

and working towards fair wages for all involved at WRP. But, in a blink of an eye, all that changed.  We lost our

season, we lost revenue and down payments, and our stage turned on its ghost light - the first time in 64 years.

However, WRP has always had a strong family and community, and actors, directors, designers, and volunteers

stepped up with their support to keep content alive in a new platform. Our Bath community refused to have us shut

our doors and gave through life-changing grants, donations, and our new WRP library and pantry.  Some local

businesses forgave invoices and offered help. And when we put the call out for fundraiser after fundraiser, you all

stepped in. It is almost weekly I come to get the mail at our beloved barn and some letter arrives with a note and a

donation. And every time, I feel your love, support, and strength. I am terrible at asking for help but when I did, you

all answered that call. This taught me that asking for help makes you stronger, not weaker. 

We received several donations to help renovate The Barn into being the safest building possible for when we do

reopen, so I look forward to showing you all those changes in the months to come. It was unpredictable that we

got the projected funds for these projects, plus a CARES grant from Akron Community Foundation for paying bills,

employees, and PPE, and a Bath Community Fund granting us the money needed for live-streaming equipment, to

move forward with the new way of doing things here at WRP.

As I have been writing this, one word comes out over and over again: unpredictable. This is going to be our theme

for our 2021-2022 Re-Opening Season. I hope to announce our 6 Main Stage, 4 $5 Bucks Series, 4 CaBARet

Series, Education/Summer Camps, Special Events, and WRP Connect by mid-February.  This too will take time, as I

see what the state of the arts will be in 2021, what new restrictions and what we can do at The Barn. I don’t want

to announce anything and then take it away.  Right now, we will do project after project to continue creating the

best content possible, be it on a device, in your home, outdoors, or maybe from our red seats once again. That

being said, please stay tuned to hear about our Unpredictable 2021-2022 Season. 

I have missed you all and until we meet again,

 
 

Dawn Sniadak-Yamokoski
Executive Artistic Director



The next installment of WRP Education is right around the corner!

 

This spring, we will be continuing our virtual education with som brand-new

workshops for students and artists of all ages. This term, we will be. Even at a

time when our industry is. Having some difficult trials and tribulations, it is our

mission at WRP to inspire our community to help create their own art, and

develop their skills even during a pandemic.

 

We hope you can join us this spring (virtually, of course!) Stay tuned, follow us

on social media, and subscribe to the WRP Newsletter for more information

on WRP Education being released soon! 

THE WRP

EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT

A letter from our Education Director, August Scarpelli:

Questions?  Send an email to August at august@thewrp.org



WRP’s virtual play performance series, WRP Connect, is

planning its next production! Make sure to catch up on

our previous videos on our YouTube Channel or Facebook

page! 

Questions or requests? 

Email Hannah at hannah@thewrp.org

Check Out Our Previous Productions!

WRP CONNECT
WRP CONNECT COORDINATOR: HANNAH HILTY



   
   

WRP'SWRP'S
GREATESTGREATEST

HITSHITS  
  

AND THEAND THE
SONGS THATSONGS THAT
SHOULD HAVESHOULD HAVE

BEEN...BEEN...



 
CAST

Setting:

Three different places at three different times

Run Time: 

About an hour and fifteen minutes 

“On the Evils of Tobacco”
 

Arcale Peace...............................Ivan Ivanovich Nyukhin

 

“The Bear”
 

Dayshawnda Ash........................Elena Ivanovna Popova

Megan E. Kern..........................................................Luka

Lana Sugarman...............Grigory Stepanovitch Smirnov

 

“The Swan Song”
 

Robert Haag......................................Vasili Svietlovidoff

Abigail N. Stevenson.................................Nikita Ivanitch



 PRODUCTION

TEAM

August Scarpelli........................................................................Director 

Lauren Koleszar..........................................................Assistant Director 

Hannah Hilty................................................WRP Connect Coordinator

Dawn Sniadak-Yamokoski............................Executive Artistic Director 

 

And a special thank-you to Hiram College

Theatre.



Cast 

Arcale Peace (Ivan Ivanovich Nyukhin) is 35 years old, from Campbell, Ohio. He started

acting at Ursuline High School in 1999, and graduated with a B.A. in Theatre from YSU in

2009. Some of his favorite shows that he’s been in include The Gospel According to

Scrooge (performed at Victory Christian Center), Seussical, Dearly Departed, and Irene.

Arcale also had the opportunity to perform in New York, and to participate in a

choreographed sword-fight in a wedding reception in Canfield. This is his first Anton

Chekov production, and his second virtual production, the first occurring last month with

the Twin Masks Performing Arts Center. There, he read from the book Seasonal Disorder,

which detailed the life and adventures of a Montana Park Ranger. Arcale is very excited

to be a part of this production, and get to know, work with, and learn from everyone!

Megan E. Kern (Luka) is from Austinburg, Ohio and is making her first appearance “on

the stage” since she attended Hiram College, where she studied Political Science and

Theatre Arts. Throughout college Megan performed in many shows like The Bald Soprano,

Measure for Measure, Urinetown: The Musical, and Dancing at Lughnasa. Directly after

graduating from college in 2019 Megan began law school at Case Western Reserve

School of Law and is presently studying for her Juris Doctor with a focus in Entertainment

Law and the Arts. Megan is ecstatic to join WRP for Fragments of Farce and its first show

of the 2021 season!

Robert Haag (Vasili Svietlovidoff) had a small part in Inherit the Wind in high school forty

years ago and then disappeared for a few decades into a variety of schools in various

countries, emerging at Short & Sweet Dubai in 2018. He acted in several short plays

culminating in directing and starring in A Game for Knights, written by his daughter Mattie

Haag. Since returning to Ohio, Robert has been working with The Gates Mills Players (An

Unspeakable Triumph of Supreme Brilliance, The Hollow) and the The Broadview Heights

Spotlights (Clue: Stay-at-Home Version).

Dayshawnda Ash (Elena Ivanovna Popova) is an alumni of Kent State University School

of Theater and Dance. She is excited to have an opportunity to work with such an

amazing cast. Her credits include Hairspray (Shayna), Urinetown (Little Sally), The

Colored Museum (Mama/Women), Avenue Q (Gary Coleman), Children of Eden (Snake),

Sister Act (Sister Mary Patrick), Thoroughly Modern Millie(Muzzy), SideShow (Dolly

Dimples), Ghost (Clara Brown), Last Days of Judas Iscariot (St. Monica), and For Colored

Girls (Lady in Orange). Dayshawnda thanks her Grandma for her unending love & support

in the pursuit of her dreams!



Abigail N. Stevenson (Nikita Ivanitch) has acted in and served as crew in many stage

productions at Hiram College, Cain Park, and (her hometown) Napoleon, Ohio. Most

recently, she has performed as Helena in A Rockin’ Midsummer Night’s Dream, Mary Bissell

in scenes from Coal Creek (an opera-in-progress), Laertes in The Horatio Project: Hamlet,

and Annette in God of Carnage. She has served as wardrobe and costume crew for Cain

Park’s Toxic Avenger and Memphis and has spent many hours in the Hiram College

Costume Shop with Prof. Betsy Bauman. She also recently directed The Witness and has

written two short plays for community groups. Abigail graduated from Hiram College in

2019 with majors in Art and Environmental Studies and minors in Theatre and

Communication. She now works as the Administrative Assistant to the Schools of Arts,

Humanities & Culture and Education, Civic Leadership & Social Change at Hiram

College. Independently, she sells freelance paintings, videos, and other digital designs. In

her free time, she acts as a living historian for the Civil Rights era in Henry County and

helps create period-appropriate clothing for her fellow re-enactors. August Scarpelli was

her first director in college, as she was cast in his senior Theatre Capstone. She is

overjoyed to be in his cast once again, but as fellow Hiram graduates.

Cast 

Lana Sugarman (Grigory Stepanovitch Smirnov) is delighted to be diving into Chekhov

with this fabulous team. Originally from Canada, Lana has called Northeast Ohio home

since 2017 and holds an MFA in Acting from Kent State University. Local credits include

The Mirror Effect (Playwright’s Local), On the Line (workshop) (Rubber City), Next to

Normal, and Doubt (The Player’s Guild). Selected Canadian credits include Same Time,

Next Year, Arms and the Man, The Voice of the Turtle (Classic Theatre Festival), The Light

in the Piazza (Persephone), Little Women: the Musical (Citadel) and three seasons with

the St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival. Lana is a proud member of The Greenhouse, an

ensemble of NEO artists who work, play, and nurture creativity together. Offstage you

can find Lana teaching yoga, eating chocolate, and hanging with her hubby, pup, and

kitty Smooshie. http://lanasugarman.com

http://lanasugarman.com/


Production Team

Hannah Hilty (WRP Connect Coordinator ) is a recent graduate of Hiram College, Class

of 2019, with a double B.A. in Creative Writing and Theatre Arts. Hannah is trained as an

actor, stage manager, and writer, having won two campus-wide writing contests at

school. She’s been seen outside of Hiram at the Cleveland Shakespeare Festival, based

in Cleveland Heights, working as Props Intern (2017), Production Assistant (2018), and

Stage Manager (2019). Her introduction to WRP was in Tartuffe, where she played Flipote,

but she returned later in the season to stage manage Anne of Green Gables, Assassins,

Happy Hollandaise!, and Blithe Spirit. She’s also become the WRP Connect Coordinator

and has been scheduling and producing online performances in place of our 2020

Season. Favorite past shows include A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Puck); Hamlet

(Horatio/First Gravedigger); and Urinetown: The Musical (Little Sally). She thanks her

family for their continued support, her cat for her continued cuddling, and WRP, for the

continued opportunities.

August Scarpelli (Director) is looking forward to returning to the (virtual) stage at WRP.

That is a true statement. It’s been a minute for him, ya see, since Lost in Yonkers back in

2018. However, you may have seen him online in our virtual productions of Much Ado

About Nothing, As You Like It, King Lear, and It’s a Wonderful Life: A Radio Play. He’s spent

most of his last two years with The Barn in other capacities, such as directing Tartuffe

and Blithe Spirit for the stage and King Lear, The Seagull, and The Witch of Edmonton

virtually for WRP Connect. Oh, did we mention he is also a proud member of the WRP

Board as well as the Education Director? Because that is also a true statement.

Lauren Koleszar (Assistant Director) is delighted to be onscreen again with such a

passionate and talented cast and crew. Her most memorable theatre performance would

have to be A Streetcar Named Desire (Stella) at The Brecksville Theatre. You may have

also seen her on the stage in Sherlock Holmes: The Final Adventure (Madge Larrabee) at

Rubber City Theatre or in On Clover Road (The Girl) at None Too Fragile Theatre. Lauren

currently studies English Literature, Film & Media Arts, and Psychology at the Cleveland

State University Honors College, after which she plans on pursuing stage acting full-time.

She wishes to thank her roommate, Cara, for graciously staying upstairs during the filming

of this performance; innumerable thanks also to August, whose glittering passion for this

project has been inspirational from the first audition, throughout every unexpected

circumstance, and all the way through the filming process.







WANT TO ADVERTISE IN

OUR PROGRAM?

The Western Reserve Playhouse wants to partner with you!

We are looking to add your business to our programs!

Reach out to Hannah at hannah@thewrp.org to get included

TODAY!

 

One price until the end of our 2022 Season! 
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DAWN SN IADAK-YAMOKOKS I  

EXECUT IVE  ART IST IC  D IRECTOR 

WRP is working hard to put together a re-opening season! We hope to

announce this after the New Year. We are committed to make sure that,

when you come back our little barn, it will be the safest is has ever been!  

We can promise you the shows and events we produce will be filled with

passion, talent, and moments that will leave an impression.
 
 



Here at The WRP, we can’t thank our community and patrons enough. Everything

we produce, be it a little one-off video or an entire production, is made with the

thought in mind of giving back to the people who have helped us for the past

fifty years and counting!

However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic,WRP cannot keep going without help. It

feels awful to ask for donations during a time where everyone is struggling, but

it’s the only thing we can do to keep our doors open and safe.

If you enjoyed our production, we sincerely ask that you consider donating an

extra $5 to help WRP produce more projects like this. Please share our work with

your friends, and please stay tuned to see what we’ll create next for you!

You can donate on our new website, www.thewrp.org

Thank you so much for all your support, and we hope you’re excited for what

we’ve got next! 


